Detection of leptospires in pig kidney using DNA hybridisation.
DNA hybridisation detected leptospiral organisms in homogenised kidneys from experimentally infected pigs, and in homogenates of pig kidneys collected at abattoirs. The technique is easy to perform and had some advantages over cultural and histological methods, in permitting the rapid survey of many kidneys simultaneously. Leptospires added to a homogenate of uninfected kidney could be detected at 10(2) organisms ml-1 by DNA hybridisation, but the technique appeared to be less sensitive than culture.